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conservancy - rate,  which   is   usually  for   public conservancy only.     The system of private conservancy is still peculiar in most of the smaller towns.    The   mechanical  appliances  for  sanitary conservancy have scarcely taken root even in the Presidency towns; in the Mofassil they do not exist.    A caste of hereditary scavengers,, who look upon the goodwill of their business as a marketable and heritable asset, claim the monopoly of service in private houses.    The payments to them are not systematic,  but are based on  a set  of elastic   customary  rights.      The   consequence  is that private  conservancy is the  weakest feature in town life.    Any radical reform evokes opposition, not  only from  the  scavenging  class  with vested interests, but even from the citizens themselves, who are apt to forget the inefficiency of the present system in concentrating their attention upon its cheapness.    Taxes of minor importance are:   taxes   on   animals   and vehicles;   taxes on professions and trades; tolls on roads and ferries; and a lighting-rate, though the  cost of lighting the town  is usually  defrayed   from the general income of the municipal fund.
The incidence, per head of the population, of the amounts raised or (what is equivalent to it) spent by the municipalities varies greatly in the different Provinces, and the different kinds of municipalities. The Presidency towns are, of course, more expensive than the Mofassil towns, and among them Bombay leads the way as easily